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What is it What is it 
REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC 

CHANGE?CHANGE?

It is NEW INITIATIVE of the European It is NEW INITIATIVE of the European 
Commission for the programming Commission for the programming 
period 2007 period 2007 --20132013

Communication (2006) 675 of Communication (2006) 675 of 
8/11/2006)8/11/2006)



How How 
REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC CHANGE REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC CHANGE 

can can contributecontribute??
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Directorate General for Regional PolicyDirectorate General for Regional Policy

It introduces new, It introduces new, 
more innovative more innovative 

waysways
for regional for regional 

developmentdevelopment



WhyWhy
REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC 

CHANGE?CHANGE?

European CommissionEuropean Commission
Directorate General for Regional PolicyDirectorate General for Regional Policy

••There are many good ideas There are many good ideas 
across EU regions which need to across EU regions which need to 
be shared with regional partners be shared with regional partners 
across EUacross EU



How RFEC works?How RFEC works?

•• NetworksNetworks on different themes on different themes 
are being established across EU are being established across EU 
RegionsRegions



REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC 
CHANGECHANGE

Ideas, tools and approaches will be Ideas, tools and approaches will be 
developed, experiences exchanged, developed, experiences exchanged, 
and good ideas will can be and good ideas will can be 
implemented through the Operational implemented through the Operational 
Programmes.Programmes.



Objective of RFEC is also Objective of RFEC is also 
to...to...

•• Introduce a link between URBACT and Introduce a link between URBACT and 
INTERREG VI C programmes with the INTERREG VI C programmes with the 
mainstream programmesmainstream programmes



REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC REGIONS FOR ECONOMIC 
CHANGECHANGE

European CommissionEuropean Commission
Directorate General for Regional PolicyDirectorate General for Regional Policy

The aims is 
• to ensure that the experience and 
good ideas coming out of the 
interregional co-operation beetwen EU 
regions (INTERREG VI C) and EU urban 
development network programmes 
(URBACT) are taken on board in the 
operational  programmes  



•• 30 themes on which the 30 themes on which the 
networks can be establishednetworks can be established



Thematic Networks (4)Thematic Networks (4)

Making Making EuropeEurope andand itsits regionsregions more more 
attracitveattracitve placesplaces to to investinvest andand workwork
ImprovingImproving knowledgeknowledge andand innovationinnovation
forfor growthgrowth
More More andand betterbetter jobsjobs
TheThe territorialterritorial dimensiondimension ofof EuroepanEuroepan
CohesionCohesion policypolicy



ThemesThemes (30) (30) 
Some examplesSome examples::

ImprovingImproving airair qualityquality
MovingMoving to a to a lowlow carboncarbon economyeconomy
ImprovingImproving monitoringmonitoring ofof environmentenvironment
andand securitysecurity byby andand forfor thethe regionsregions
ImprovingImproving thethe capacitycapacity ofof regionsregions forfor
researchresearch andand innovationinnovation



BringingBringing innovativeinnovative ideasideas to to thethe
market more market more quicklyquickly
MeetingMeeting thethe demographicdemographic challengechallenge

Managing coastalcoastal zoneszones
ReapingReaping thethe benefitsbenefits ofof thethe seasea

ThemesThemes (30) (30) 
ExamplesExamples::



WhoWho financesfinances thisthis
actionsactions//networknetwork??

OperationalOperational Programme Programme forfor INTERREG INTERREG 
IV C (IV C (approvedapproved on 11.9.07) on 11.9.07) 
www.interreg4c.netwww.interreg4c.net

(call for proposals 21.9.07 (call for proposals 21.9.07 –– 15.1.08)15.1.08)
OperationalOperational Programme URBACT IIProgramme URBACT II

http://urbact.eu/home.htmlhttp://urbact.eu/home.html
(6.11.07)(6.11.07)

http://urbact.eu/home.html


WhereWhere do do thethe fundsfunds forfor
projectproject implemeimplemenntationtation
comecome fromfrom??

TheThe projectprojectss cancan bebe financedfinanced fromfrom differentdifferent
operationaloperational programmsprogramms, , dependingdepending on on thethe
topicstopics whichwhich are are coveredcovered byby OperationalOperational
ProgrammesProgrammes ofof MS MS 
IfIf MS MS wantswants to finance to finance projectsprojects whichwhich comecome
outout ofof networksnetworks, it , it hashas//hadhad to to commitcommit itselfitself
in in thethe OP OP thatthat it is it is goinggoing to to implementimplement RFEC RFEC 
initiativeinitiative



In the framework of the In the framework of the Regions for Regions for 
Economic ChangeEconomic Change initiative the initiative the 
Managing Authority commits itself Managing Authority commits itself 
to:to:



Make the necessary arrangements to Make the necessary arrangements to 
welcome into the mainstream welcome into the mainstream 
programming process innovative programming process innovative 
operations related to the results of the operations related to the results of the 
networks in which the region is networks in which the region is 
involved;involved;



Allow in the Monitoring Allow in the Monitoring 
Committee (or programming Committee (or programming 
committee) the presence of a committee) the presence of a 
representative (as an observer) representative (as an observer) 
of the of the network(snetwork(s) where the ) where the 
Region is involved, to report on Region is involved, to report on 
the progress of the network's the progress of the network's 
activities; activities; 



Foresee a point in the agenda of the Foresee a point in the agenda of the 
Monitoring Committee (or Monitoring Committee (or 
programming committee) at least once programming committee) at least once 
a year to take note of the network's a year to take note of the network's 
activities and to discuss relevant activities and to discuss relevant 
suggestions for the mainstream suggestions for the mainstream 
programme concerned programme concerned 



Inform in the Annual Report on the Inform in the Annual Report on the 
implementation of the regional implementation of the regional 
actions included in the Regions for actions included in the Regions for 
Economic Change initiative."Economic Change initiative."



RegioStarsRegioStars -- TheThe AwardsAwards
forfor InnovativeInnovative ProjectsProjects

To To identifyidentify goodgood innovativeinnovative practicespractices
in in regionalregional developmentdevelopment

AnnualAnnual innovationinnovation awardsawards forfor bestbest
projectsprojects in in thethe areaarea ofof selectedselected themesthemes
linkedlinked to to economiceconomic modernisationmodernisation



RegioStarsRegioStars -- TheThe AwardsAwards
forfor InnovativeInnovative ProjectsProjects

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cohttp://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/co
operation/interregional/ecochange/indoperation/interregional/ecochange/ind
ex_en.cfmex_en.cfm

For further information contact us on For further information contact us on 
regioregio--stars@ec.europa.eustars@ec.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/interregional/ecochange/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/interregional/ecochange/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/interregional/ecochange/index_en.cfm
mailto:regio-stars@ec.europa.eu


WhoWho cancan participateparticipate in in 
RFEC?RFEC?

Not only for regions, also for MS, Not only for regions, also for MS, 
cities, rural areas, mountainous areas, cities, rural areas, mountainous areas, 
urban agglomerations, special urban agglomerations, special 
organisations and experts, RDA...etcorganisations and experts, RDA...etc



HowHow to start?to start?

Include scope for RFEC in Include scope for RFEC in OPsOPs
Identify key themes for the Identify key themes for the 
mainstream programmes and start mainstream programmes and start 
partner search partner search 
Get in contact with the INTERREG IV C Get in contact with the INTERREG IV C 
and URBACT secretariat in your MS. and URBACT secretariat in your MS. 
(Contact points are (Contact points are in eachin each Member Member 
States)States)



FurtherFurther informationinformation on  on  
implementationimplementation arrangementsarrangements
RFECRFEC??
WebsitesWebsites::

European Commission, European Commission, DirectorateDirectorate
General General RegionalRegional PolicyPolicy

http://http://ec.europa.eu/regionalec.europa.eu/regional__policypolicy



FurtherFurther informationinformation on on 
RFEC?RFEC?

INTERREG IIICINTERREG IIIC
http://http://www.interreg3c.netwww.interreg3c.net

URBACTURBACT
http://urbact.euhttp://urbact.eu

REGIOREGIO--C1C1--REGIONSREGIONS--ECONOMICECONOMIC--
CHANGE@ec.europa.euCHANGE@ec.europa.eu

http://www.interreg3c.net/sixcms/list.php?page=home_en
http://urbact.eu/no_cache/home.html
http://urbact.eu/


ThankThank youyou forfor youryour attentionattention

Jana TrostJana Trost
Jana.Trost@ec.europa.euJana.Trost@ec.europa.eu

mailto:Jana.Trost@ec.europa.eu
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